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SUBJECT: LAO SUPPORT FOR "LIBERATION MOVEMENTS" 

SUMMARY: A JANUARY 1 1 CALL ON THE LAO FOREIGN MINIS- 
TRY'S PERMANENT UNDERSECRETARY PRODUCED AN ADMISSION 
THAT THERE WERE VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN LAOS. THE UNDER- 
SECRETARY MAINTAINED THAT THERE WAS NO CONFLICT BETWEEN 
LAO SUPPORT FOR LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND LAO SUPPORT 
FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF NON-INTERFERENCE IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES' INTERNAL AFFAIRS. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE 
PHILIPPINES WERE "NOT INDEPENDENT" BECAUSE THEY PER- 
MITTED FOREIGN TROOPS AND BASES ON THEIR TERRITORY. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . I TOOK THE OCCASION OF MY RETURN FROM HONG KONG TO 
CALL JANUARY 1 1 ON SOUBANH SRITHIRATH, CHEF DE CABINET 
(PERMANENT UNDERSECRETARY) IN THE LAO FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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TO TELL HIM OF THE CHIEFS OF MISSION MEETING AND TO UP- 
DATE HIM ON THE RESPONSE THUS FAR TO HIS JANUARY 4 
REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY FOOD AID (SEPTEL). 

2. I TOLD SOUBANH THAT I HAD SEEN SEVERAL OFFICIALS IN 
HONG KONG WHOM HE KNEW SUCH AS AMBASSADOR MANSFIELD, 
AMBASSADOR WOODCOCK, AND MR. OAKLEY. I EXPLAINED THAT 
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DURING THE MEETING WE HAD DISCUSSED U.S. RELATIONS WITH 
CHINA, ASEAN, AND JAPAN. I SAID I WOULD SEND HIM A 
COPY OF THE JANUARY 9 WIRELESS FILE ARTICLE BASED ON 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE'S HONG KONG PRESS CON- 
FERENCE. 

3. AFTER OUR DISCUSSION OF THE LAO FOOD AID REQUEST, I 
ASKED SOUBANH IF HE COULD POSSIBLY DISPEL THE CONFUSION 
IN MY MIND WHICH HAD BEEN PRODUCED BY TWO PASSAGES IN 
THE DECEMBER 28 JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF 
VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN DUY TRINH'S VISIT TO 
LAOS. I SAID I DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW THE STATEMENT 
THAT THE " TWO PARTIES TOTALLY SUPPORT THE JUST STRUGGLE 
OF THE PEOPLES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA FOR NATIONAL INDEPEN- 
DENCE, DEMOCRACY, PEACE, AND TRUE NEUTRALITY' 1 FITTED 
WITH THE COMMUNIQUE’S STATEMENT A FEW LINES LATER THAT 
THE TWO PARTIES SUPPORTED "MUTUAL RESPECT FOR INDEPEN- 
DENCE, SOVEREIGNTY, TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NON- 
AGRESSION, AND NON-INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS." 

4. SOUBANH SAID THAT THE PASSAGE ABOUT SUPPORTING 
INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLES WAS STANDARD LAO POLICY WHICH 
HAD BEEN STATED PUBLICLY MANY TIMES. I SAID I KNEW 
THAT, BUT I STILL DID NOT SEE HOW IT WAS CONSISTENT 
WITH A POLICY OF NON-INTERFERENCE IN OTHER COUN- 
TRIES' INTERNAL AFFAIRS. SOUBANH SAID THAT THERE WAS 
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NO INCONSISTENCY. LAOS, FOR EXAMPLE, DID NOT THINK 
THAT THE PHGNLIPPINES WERE AN INDEPENDENT COUNTRY 
BECAUSE THEY HAD FOREIGN TROOPS AND BASES ON THEIR 
TERRITORY. LAOS WOULD THUS SUPPORT THE PHILIPPINE 
PEOPLE IN OPPOSING THE PRESENCE OF THESE TROOPS AND 
BASES. 

5. I ASKED SOUBANH WHETHER I HAD HEARD HIM CORRECTLY 
AND WHETHER HE REALLY DID TELL ME THAT HE DID NOT THINK 
THE PHILIPPINES WERE INDEPENDENT. HE CONFIRMED THAT 
THAT WAS WHAT HE HAD SAID. I SAID THAT HE WOULD HAVE 
TO PARDON ME FOR SPEAKING DIRECTLY, BUT THERE WERE 
LARGE NUMBERS OF VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN LAOS BUT THAT THE 
LAO STILL BELIEVED THEY WERE INDEPENDENT. 

6. SOUBANH DID NOT BAT AN EYE, BUT NEITHER DID HE TAKE 
UP MY POINT. HE DID SAY THAT VIETNAMESE WERE IN LAOS 
BECAUSE THE LAO WANTED THEM THERE AND BECAUSDE THERE WAS 
A LONG TRADITION OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN LAOS AND VIET 

NAM. I SAID THAT THE SAME COULD BE SAID OF THE U.S. 

BASED IN THE PHILIPPINES AND OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE PHILIPPINES AND THE U.S. SOUBANH THEN WENT OFF 
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INTO A DESCRIPTION OF LAO SUPPORT FOR LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS, POINTING OUT THAT LAOS SUPPORTED THOSE 
STRUGGLING AGAINST APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA BUT 
APPARENTLY IMPLYING THAT THIS SUPPORT COULD NEVER 
AMOUNT TO ANYTHING. 

8. AT THE END OF OUR CONVERSATION SOUBANH SAID HE WAS 
GLAD THAT THE U.S. WAS MAINTAINING AN EMBASSY IN VIEN- 
TIANE BECAUSE IT MEANT THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE TO HAVE 
DISCUSSIONS SUCH AS THIS ON MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST 
AND TO CLEAR AWAY ANY POSSIBLE MISUNDERSTANDINGS. 

8. COMMENT: IT IS INTERESTING THAT SOUBANH MADE NO 
ATTEMPT WHATSOEVER TO DENY THE PRESENCE OF VIETNAMESE 
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TROOPS IN LAOS. IT IS ALSO INTERESTING THAT HE SEEMED 
EITHER COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF OR COMPLETELY UNCONCERNED 
ABOUT THE INAPPROPRIATENESS OF LAOS CALLING THE PHILIPPINES NOT 
INDEPENDENT. 

ROBERTS 
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